In all the operations of the material world, in which a chain of consecutive actions is established, we find that every such system has, within certain limits, a power of self-adjustment, proportioned to the vicissitudes of impulse to which it is subject, from the varying conditions of its external relations. The spleen, independent of other uses, by its structure and situation, appears to be particularly fitted to afford that accommodation which the system requires, under the more sudden and violent changes which take place in the distribution of the blood; and, however important this viscus may be to the development of those changes which fit the blood to the purpose of assimilation, the consideration of its pathology, I think, will show that it also affords the means of protecting the system, under circumstances which suddenly destroy the equilibrium of the circulation; and, when repeatedly acted upon in this way, it becomes itself the source of other symptoms, the true character and nature of which have been too much disregarded. 
